
Hampton Elementary School (HES)PTA Minutes 
May 3, 2016 
HES Library 

 
Present: Ryan Lynch, Cary Pierson, Kristen Cooper, Julie Lynn, Erin O’Brien, Maureen Zingo, Bridget 
Singleton, Diane Thibeault, Adrienne Hammel, Wanda Haskel, Melisa Deane-Casses, Denise Dupier-
Kulikovsky, Megan Britt, Sam Goldsmith, Jennifer Miller, Madlyn Kroll, Yara Cheikh, Ashley Semesky, 
Patricia Kaiser, Trude Cooke Turner, Cassie Hersh 
 

 Pledge of Allegiance 
o HESPTA president, Cary Pierson, opened meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

American flag at 7:07pm. 

 Minutes from April 2016 meeting were approved online. 

 Principal’s report 
o Mrs. Kaiser commented on the “Night of Shining Stars” where HESPTA was recognized: 

Mrs. Blymire, Educator of the Year; Special Recognition Award, Cary Pierson; and 4 
trophies – “Best Reading”; “Best Communication”; “Family-School Partnership”; [Spirit 
of Hampton] “Advocacy”. 

o Mrs. Thibeault will be retiring (after 21 years with HES; 37 years in education, total) and 
brought pastries to thank HESPTA for the way it “enhances HES as a wonderful place to 
be.” 

o Kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Smrtic will be out on maternity leave for 2 years. 
o Mrs. Kaiser commented on “Battle of the Books” at the Library; success of Family Fit 

Night; the bags that were sold for the 5th Grade Field Trip were also given as a gift for 
the teachers; Book Fair is currently going on; in the midst of PARCC assessments for 
grades 3-5; Green Day Celebration is May 20; will have a 20 student pre-K (for children 
who turn 4 and meet income-based criteria; from 1:10PM-3:40PM) in 2016-2017; next 
year will have 4 classes per grade; thank you to HESPTA Board members who are leaving 
– Ryan Lynch; Trude Cooke Turner and Chris Deremeik. 

 Teacher’s report 
o Mrs. Singleton commented on the Teacher Education Week festivities that the teachers 

are enjoying. Mrs. Kaiser noted that teachers who are new to HES are very pleased 
about how they are recognized! 

 President’s Acknowledgement 
o Cary Pierson thanked the HESPTA for their work over the past year. She also thanked 

everyone for supporting her and nominating her for the Baltimore County PTA Awards 
Night recognition. 

 Treasurer’s report 
o Ryan Lynch provided the bank reconciliation for 3/31/16 - 4/30/16. Plans to move BOKS 

into Family Fitness; has a list of teachers who received their monies and others who are 
still outstanding 

o Short discussion of plans to stop payment on checks that have not been submitted for 
payment. Will, possibly, be resubmitted. 

 2016-2017 PTA Board and Committee Elections 
o Trude Cooke Turner initiated the discussion of the slate of nominees. Cary noted that 

Gia Callahan has agreed to serve as VP of Fundraising; Raina Psoras declined the 
Fundraiser (restaurant & products) coordinator. Melisa Casses has agreed to serve as 
the Cookbook chairperson.  
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o Concerns were voiced regarding the distinction between the 5th Grade Farewell and the 
5th Grade Activities, noting that the two should be separate and have 2 distinct line 
items. The two committees were separated with majority agreement.  

o Motion was made, seconded for the slate to be accepted as written. The majority 
agreed; 1 abstention. 

 Spring Book Fair  
o Yara Cheikh noted that Fair is taking place from May 2-6th. Yara suggested aligning the 

next spring book fair with an event (i.e. ice cream social) for increased foot traffic.   
o It was explained that funds are taken as scholastic dollars in the spring, not as cash, as in 

the fall.  
o Erin O’Brien added a reminder for teachers to fill out “wish lists” for parents.  

 Green School Celebration 
o Mrs. Pawliske is needing assistance from volunteers, especially for bicycle program. Cary 

will send more information electronically. 

 5th Grade Activities 
o Mrs. Kaiser explained that the 5th grade activities should be coordinated by 5th grade 

parents, but that parents should give students “space” during the activities so that the 
students can enjoy time with their peers. 

 New Business 
o Cassie Hersh reported that the DVIA Community Group Concerns asks that, in order to 

make the community safer, that HESPTA send a letter about speed cameras to be set up 
in various areas and sidewalk restructuring. Mrs. Kaiser explained that she has met and 
walked with various officials to discuss the options, as well. The suggestion was made to 
increase the hours that the “box” camera functions. HESPTA agreed to write letter of 
support. 

 Upcoming Calendar Events 
o Adrienne Hammel announced that the time for Rock N Jump (old “Skateland”) will be 

5PM. 
o Kristen Cooper announced that 3rd Grade is going to the Museum of Industry on May 

11th. 
o Mrs. Kaiser recommended having the presenter for Internet Safety Night. Also 

recommended “ScreenAgers” video. Cromwell and Lutherville parents attended. She 
highly recommended the book, “Love that Boy” (Fournier) about a man who was a 
White House Reporter whose son was diagnosed with Asperger’s. 

 Other Business 
o Mrs. Kaiser made a motion to move $300 from BOKS to Family Fitness. Majority agree; 

no “no’s” nor abstentions. 
o Maureen Zingo noted that there are 34 yearbooks left to sell. 

 
Motion to adjourn was made and seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:07pm. 
 
Submitted electronically by Trude Cooke Turner, HESPTA secretary 
Revised 9/13/16 


