
Hampton Elementary PTA Meeting Minutes 
April 5, 2016 
HES Library   

 
Present: Cary Pierson; Adrienne Hammel; Wanda Haskel; Julie Lynn; Samantha Goldstein; Rick Wade; 
Ryan Lynch; Patricia Kaiser; Ellie Ayd; Lisa Swoboda; Jennifer Miller; Amy Johnson; Jen Kaminaris; Ashley 
Semesky; Bridget Singleton; Megan Britt; Kristen Cooper; Shelley Brockway; Trude Cooke Turner 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 

o HESPTA president Cary Pierson opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
American flag at 7:04PM. 

 
February Meeting Minutes 

o March 2016 meeting minutes were read and approved online. 
 

Principal’s Report  
o Mrs. Kaiser reported that end of term is Friday, 4/8. Testing comes up at end of April. PARCC 

testing, Reading and Math, offers one testing window (grades 3-5). K-2 will have MAP testing. 
Lots of activities in April. Internet Safety Night, 4/13 (6:30pm), will be a very informative activity 
in assisting monitoring internet access. AG Mobile Lab is at Hampton where students are 
exposed to products that come from agriculture. Thursday, 4/7, from 4PM-6M is the STEM Fair 
& Parent Night for 4th and 5th graders. Over 60 children registered for kindergarten. Pre-K 
registration (a ½ day optional program in the County) will be available, though transportation 
must be provided by parents. 
 

Teacher’s Report  
o Mr. Rick Wade noted appreciation for volunteer help that has been provided by the PTA. Mrs. 

Lamborne, especially noted thanks for the financial and physical support the PTA offers to her 
and the Library. 

 
Treasurer’s Report  

o PTA Treasurer, Mr. Ryan Lynch, shared the March Bank Reconciliation report. Concern was 
raised that there were differences in budgeted amounts due to overlapping activities. Cary 
Pierson noted that these need to be parsed out so that the actual amounts are reflected 
accurately in the budget. Suggestions were to create fundraisers that were not as labor-
intensive, as many of the activities have been laborious (i.e., Chipotle, Sweet Frog or Rock-N-
Jump). 

o Cary reported that Raina Psoras has a number of restaurants that are willing to collaborate on 
such projects. 

o Cary Pierson reported that the PTO Expo earned HESPTA $250. 
o Moved and seconded to add $250 that PTA earned from PTO Expo to 5th grade activities. 

 
Thank You’s 

o Lisa Swoboda reported that Irvine Nature Center was a success for the students. Family Reading 
Night and Book Swap worked well in the gym instead of the auditorium. The donation of 300 
books was made to the MD Book Bank. Students who attended were able to get 3-4 books each. 
Book was able to be projected on screen, which garnered the students’ attention. “Batman” was 
a very big “hit” with the children. 

o Cary thanked all volunteers who participated in Family Reading Night, the Expo, and the 
Nominating Committee. 
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Upcoming Events/Committee Reports 

o Kristen Cooper reported Family Fit Night will take place on April 19th (yoga, various rotation 
stations) from 6PM-8PM. Cary noted that 5th graders will sell Imprint bags to sell for $5 to defray 
costs of 5th grade trip. Need to check into PlayCenters’ closing earlier in preparation for the 
event. Tables to solicit volunteers for HESPTA officers will, also, be included. 

o Spring Book Fair will take place on April 25-29. (It takes place during testing.) No report given. 
o Ashley Semesky reported on the recent Teacher Appreciation Committee meeting. Teacher 

Appreciation Week’s theme will focus on “cinco de mayo” (May 2-6). Breakfast, lunch will take 
place on different days; Luncheon on May 5th. Room Parents will be available on May 5th. Nacho 
Mommas was also suggested as a possibility for the fare. 

o Hampton Day at Orioles Park (May 15). Mrs. Kaiser reported that there have been about 150 
tickets sold. 

o Green School Celebration (May 20). Shelley Brockway noted that the group is meeting on 4/8 
and that there are lots of activities planned and that various activities will take place outside. 
Mrs. Kaiser noted that request for discretionary funds is available.  

o Nominating Committee reported that there are 3 Officer positions that have no nominees. (See 
attached.) Jennifer Miller noted that Megan Britt will be the nominee for New Parent Outreach 
Coordinator. Cary noted that Maria Hudson, our only teacher nominee, will be the nominee for 
Teacher Outreach Coordinator. 

 
New Business 

o Cary mentioned the following new activities: 

 “Screenagers” movie night at Dumbarton Middle on April 20 at 7PM. Movie highlights teens 
growing up in the digital age. 

 Partnering with HS students to provide childcare at HESPTA events. Possibility of having high 
school students trained to offer childcare during meetings. The YMCA also trains students in 
childcare. 

 Having “Spirit Stick” lanyard emblems be available to support student leadership. She noted 
that the price could be incorporated into budget. (Cost = $.40 per “stick”.) Various 
suggestions were made for displaying the emblems but without having them attached to 
lanyards or hanging from backpacks. 

o Mrs. Kaiser noted that those who participated in the “Reflections” program celebrated with a 
doughnut breakfast. Permission is being sought to have artwork posted on the HESPTA website. 

o Lisa Swoboda mentioned that maybe Lisa Forrester, chair of the “Joy of Reading,” could work 
with Towson University early childhood education majors for the program. Mrs. Kaiser 
suggested that Goucher should also be considered. 

o Jennifer Miller brought information to have the HESPTA consider Read-a-thon.com as a 
fundraiser. She, also, suggested the possibility of a Talent Show, in connection with other 
volunteers. Cary Pierson noted that this could, also, serve as s a substitute for “Dolphin Dreams” 
(i.e., “Hampton’s Got Talent). 

 
 
Motion to adjourn was made and seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:19PM. 

 
Submitted electronically by Trude Cooke Turner, HESPTA secretary, 4/5/16 


